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ince have retained to this day a dour, dogged, and some-
what Boeotian reputation. It probably took a good
week to reach the capital from Vigo or Bayon. The
Governor said "he knew of no wars, and that it lay not
in him to make any, he being so mean a subject. And
as for the story of the merchants with their goods, it
was the King's pleasure, but not with intent to damage
any man- And that the King's countercomrnandnient
was that the English merchants with their goods should
be discharged." To prove his good will, the Governor
sent the Englishmen then residing in the town with his
reply.

By this time, however, Drake and his boats were hard
upon the town and forthwith landed. The Governor,
with the most excellent intention, sent refreshments, in-
cluding such gratifying additions to the table as new
bread, wine, oil, apples, grapes, and marmalade. The
intention was probably to remain, but at midnight the
sky became overcast, the wind was rising, the orders
were given to return. Frobisher, in command of the
fleetj had his hands full. The gale increased, and for
three days ships were dragging their anchors and run-
ning out to sea. The Speedwell, a small vessel, was
driven so far out she could not get back, and so returned
to England,

But the moment the storm was over Carleil was out
with his boats and pinnaces exploring the estuary above
Vigo town. The whole fleet presently moved up to a
safer anchorage, and, the formalities being concluded,
Master Carleil set out "to see what he might do above

Evidently not much, for the principal booty was a
boat laden with the copes, stoles, plate, and a huge silver
cross double-gilt, from the church at Vigo. This allu-
sion in Walter Bigg's narrative to the previous losses
of this town indicate that the small pirates and priva-